
Pearland Police Department Officer 
Endy Ekpanya was tragically killed in 

the line of duty, on Sunday 
morning June 12, 2016 
when his patrol car was 
struck by another vehicle 
that crossed the middle 
lanes. Officer Ekpanya, 

30, had been with the Pearland Police 
Department since 2015 and is survived 
by his wife and two-year-old son. 

Patton Village Police Department 
Sgt. Stacey Baumgartner was 

tragically killed in the line of 
duty Sunday evening, June 
19, 2016 while chasing 
a suspect in Northeast 
Montgomery County. Sgt. 
Baumgartner, an 8-year 

veteran of the Patton Village Police 
Department, is survived by his wife, 
Donna, a young daughter and a grown 
son.

Bellaire Police Department Officer 
Anthony Zarate, 52, was tragically 

killed in the line of duty 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 
while chasing a criminal 
suspect in Houston. Officer 
Zarate, a veteran Bellaire 
Police Officer is survived by 

his wife and three daughters.
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“In Their Own Words”
by Harris County Sheriff Ron Hickman

Serving as a peace officer 
in the Houston, Harris 
County area for more than 
45 years has afforded 
me the opportunity to be 
involved in a multitude of 
organizations. One of the 

finest associations by far has been The 
100 Club. Throughout my many years 
of public service, I have personally 
known many officers who have tragically 
lost their lives in the line of duty. I have 
also attended their family services 
and funerals and have witnessed the 
devastation of families whose relative was 
taken from them so suddenly. 

Like most public servants, many of us 
do what we do simply to serve and 
provide a mechanism through which 
we can help others. It is a true calling 
to those who want to give back and are 
willing to sacrifice and even possibly 
have to lay down their lives for others. 
Not only do families face the traumatic 
process of losing a loved one or being 
severely injured, they also have to face 
the financial strain that comes with their 
loss. The 100 Club has always stepped 
forward to provide financial comfort to the 
family and has helped so many through 
very difficult times.

I am mindful every day of the fact that 
one of my Sheriff’s deputies or fellow 
public servants could lose their life 
or be severely injured in the line of 
duty. Such was the case on the tragic 
evening of August 28th, 2015 when 
Deputy Darren Goforth was killed by an 
assailant, apparently for no other reason 
other than the fact that he was wearing 
a law enforcement uniform. The 100 

Club immediately stepped forward and 
provided a check to cover immediate 
expenses to the family shortly after the 
horrific event, as well as providing for 
their long-term support. The names 
of those we have lost in the past are 
unfortunately far too numerous; however 
The 100 Club has always been there 
when needed.

The 100 Club Board of Directors 
approves monetary funds for the 
dependent families of law enforcement 
officers and firefighters killed in the line 
of duty, which may even include paying 
off their debts and providing funds for 
their childrens’ education, even after 
they complete high school. Additionally, 
The 100 Club may sponsor scholarships 
to public servants who meet the criteria 
to help them complete their college 
education or even for persons who are 
interested in the Criminal Justice field. It 
is an incredible support group that has 
afforded many people the ability to move 
forward in their lives, whether through 
tragedy or by their own perseverance.

The 100 Club has been to me like the 
big brother that has always been there 
to help the family, the brother who was 
there, even through the toughest of times. 
When I reflect back on my many years 
of public service, I have always looked 
for those who I knew I could count on for 
support and The 100 Club has always 
been there for us. I am honored to serve 
the fine citizens of Harris County and 
the great state of Texas and even more 
honored to be a lifetime member of The 
100 Club and to support our fine men and 
women who serve so valiantly every day.

Sincerely

Ron Hickman, Sheriff
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The 100 Club, Inc.
5555 San Felipe St Ste 1750
Houston TX 77056-5527
the100club.org

Regular Membership - $100 Annually      
Business Membership - $150 Annually
Life Membership - $1,000 Single Gift          
Business Life Membership - $1,500 Single Gift
Quarterly Life Membership - $250 Annually  
over four consecutive years. You become a Life Member  
after your fourth donation is received.

NOTE: FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY
DO NOT use this form to renew your membership.  
A renewal form will be mailed to you at a later date.

Your gift is tax-deductable: IRS Tax Exempt AUS:EO:77-1795 Dated 8/26/1977
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Survivor’s Fund, of which 100% goes 

directly to the dependents of those killed or 
catastrophically injured in the line of duty.
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(L to R) Sam Whatley 
graduated from lineman’s 
school at Kilgore College. 
Sam is pictured in the 
middle with his girlfriend 
Christian, left and his mother 
Kelly, right. Sam is the son 
of Texas Game Warden 
George Whatley who died 
during a mandated training 
activity in 2008.

Gleannloch Gators 
summer swim team held 
a fundraiser for The 
100 Club on Thursday 
morning, June 9th 
and invited local first 
responders including 
police, SWAT, EMS, fire, 
sheriff and constables. 
They had a total of 58 
swimmers completing 
2,989 (pool) lengths, 
which is approximately 45 miles - seven miles longer than 
the inner loop of Houston, the 610 Loop, which is 38 miles 
long. The kids raised more than $5,000 for The 100 Club. 
Pictured is Dena DeLeon who presented the check to 
The 100 Club Executive Director Rick Hartley.

Longtime 100 Club employee Paula Stokes 
completed 26 years of service to the Club at the end 
of July, 2016 when she retired. Paula was the glue 
that truly kept things together from an administrative 
standpoint. She was honored at a retirement 
reception attended by her fellow employees, the 
Club Board of Directors and her friends. Paula is 
now closer to her grandchildren and is living in the 
Austin area. We wish her the very best in her well-
deserved retirement.

The 100 Club would once again 
like to thank Brad Gause for his 
on-going fundraising for The 
100 Club from the good citizens 
and 100 Club supporters in 
Bryan/College Station, Texas. 
He presented a check for 
$2,500 to the executive director 
of The 100 Club, Rick Hartley.

president’s corner
My continued thanks to our 32,000 members who provide 

the support for the Club’s programs. I would encourage each 

of you to spread the word about what we do and to help 

us increase the membership of The 100 Club. You are our 

strongest link to new members. If each of you only brought 

in one new member, we would quickly double the size of our 

organization and increase the ability to help those who protect 

and serve each of us on a daily basis. Please take a minute 

and help us grow. A membership application is included this newsletter. Use 

it to get your new 100 Club member. If you need membership materials for larger 

groups call us at (713) 952-0100 or email our Executive Director Rick Hartley at:  

rick@the100club.org.

Sadly, I report to you that we’ve lost 3 Heroes since our last newsletter. Pearland Police 

Officer Endy Ekpanya was killed in a traffic accident on June 12, 2016 while on patrol 

duty in Pearland. He is survived by his wife and a 2-year-old son. On June 19, 2016, 

Patton Village Sgt. Stacy Baumgartner was killed when his patrol car collided with 

another vehicle while chasing a suspect. He is survived by his wife, a young daughter 

and a grown son. Then on July 12, 2016, Bellaire Police Motorcycle Officer Anthony 

Zarate was killed in a traffic accident while chasing a suspect. He is survived by his 

wife, twin 11-year-old daughters, and a grown daughter. Please keep these 3 families in 

your thoughts and prayers.

Your Board of Directors approves financial support for the dependent families of law 

enforcement officers and firefighters killed in the line of duty, which includes paying 

off their debt and providing funds for children to further their education after they 

complete high school. I am pleased to report that our average gift to the dependents 

of our Heroes killed in the line of duty is approximately $300,000. Of course, all 

financial support is based on the particular needs of each family and the amounts 

vary depending on those needs. Your Board of Directors also provides $20,000, for 

use as needed, to the executor of the estate of a single Hero killed in the line of duty 

and conduct a needs assessment if there is debt remaining after the estate has been 

probated.

I would like to thank all of our members for their continued support of The 100 Club. I 

know that there are many decisions made by each of you regarding charitable giving 

and we sincerely appreciate your giving to support of our work. I would also like to let 

you know that your Board and staff continue to work hard to be good stewards of the 

resources you provide to our 63-year-old Club.

As we approach the Holiday Season, I would ask you to think about giving a 100 Club 

membership as a gift. Many members have done this in previous years and your gift of 

a 100 Club membership helps us to grow.

A F e w  Wo r d s  F r o m  J o e  L .  “ B u b b a ”  B u t e r a

PLEASE HELP US TO SAVE MONEY 
ON NEWSLETTER COSTS

You can help us save newsletter printing and postage costs 
by giving us your email address so we can provide the 
newsletter to you electronically. We thank the thousands 
of 100 Club members who have already done so. Please 
visit our website to sign up: the100club.org/paperless.

63rd Annual  
Heroes Awards Banquet
Wednesday, May 17, 2017 honoring 
outstanding Law Enforcement Officers 
and Firefighters in our coverage area.

Annual Meeting
Wednesday, January 11, 2017

RECENT PRESENTATIONS

The 100 Club

F A L L / W I N T E R  2 0 1 6

the100club.org

SHSU Honors Convocation in Huntsville where 
Scholarship and Education Committee Chairman 
Webb Melder (far left) and Executive Director 
Rick Hartley (far right) attended to award fifteen 
scholarships for honors students majoring in Criminal 
Justice. The scholarships were given from endowments 
in honor of 100 Club past presidents and officers.

The 100 Club held a reception to honor two 
Lifetime Directors and one Director for their 
service, on Tuesday, June 28th. We salute 
the following fine individuals who have done 
so much for The 100 Club during the many 
years that each has served: John Braniff, Dick 
DeGuerin, and Ross Margraves.

Pictured left to right: President Joe L. “Bubba” 
Butera, Executive Director Rick Hartley, 
Director Ross Margraves, Lifetime Director 
Dick DeGuerin, Lifetime Director John Braniff, 
Chairman of the Board Ted Lyons

In Memorium: N.M. “Mack” Brown
We are saddened to report that our Friend, Past Chair-
man of the Board & President of The 100 Club, N. M. 
“Mack” Brown passed away on March 19, 2016. Mack 
was a friend to many individuals and was one of the Club’s 
biggest cheerleaders and supporters. He is survived by 
his wife Merla, his son Terry, his daughter Mickey and 
their families. Mack will be missed by all of us.

The following letter is from 100 Club Survivor 
Courtney Kincaid, daughter of Houston Police 
Department Sgt. Kent Kincaid who died in the line 
of duty on May 22, 1998.

May 23, 2016

Dear Mr. Rick Hartley,

I finally graduated! On May 12, 2016, I walked 
the stage receiving a bachelor of science degree 
in Recreation Administration from Texas State 
University. It took a while, and there were a lot of ups 
and downs, but it feels amazing to have accomplished 

this. My whole family and a few 
close friends came out to watch 
me graduate. Afterwards, we 
had a small celebration. It was 
really nice.

I just want to thank you and 
the 100 Club for all that you 
have done for me over the years. 
It’s great to have some of the 
financial burden taken off my 
family and I while pursuing 
an education. I feel blessed to 

have such opportunities for education, growth and 
development, and I could not have done it without 
your support!

I’m excited to be finished with school and now be a 
part of the working world. I am currently working 
at a construction company here in Austin in their 
marketing and advertising department. I had done 
my latest internship with this company and they 
decided to hire me on after. I am also taking courses 
online to pursue a real estate license. Between the two, 
I’ve been pretty busy lately, but I’m having a blast!

Thank you again for all your love and support of my 
family and I. We appreciate all that you do!

Sincerely,
Courtney Kincaid

28th Annual Golf Tournament
Held at BlackHorse Golf Club 

The 100 Club’s 28th Annual Golf Tournament was held 
on Monday, September 19th at BlackHorse Golf Club in 
Cypress, Texas with a field of almost 200 golfers. The 
first place low net foursome of the tournament was: Mark 
Kubacak, David Kubacak, Danny Kubacak and David 
Windsor with a score of 50.

The live auction was a big success again this year with 
four auction packages: “Axis Hunt” for two package, 
“Whispering Pines” for four package, “Port Mansfield 
Fishing Trip” for four package, and a “Custom Belt and 
Buckle plus 2017 Rodeo Tickets” package.

The raffle items were a Bushmaster AR-15 with scope 
and case, and a Yeti Hopper 40. We also had a New 
Membership sign-up table which included each new 
membership being automatically entered in a raffle for 
a new 50 quart Yeti cooler. We had a total of 15 new 
100 Club memberships.

This year we had a “19th Hole Gathering” in memory 
of and to honor 100 Club Lifetime Director N.M. “Mack” Brown with a great dinner to finish off the day.

Plans are already underway for next year’s tournament.

The Brazos Lions Clubs Foundation sponsored 
an annual event with the proceeds benefitting 
The 100 Club. The 5th Annual “Honor Our 
Heroes” netted $14,973.00 for The 100 Club. 
Club membership is also promoted at the 
event, and this past year, 30 new members 
were enrolled in The 100 Club. Brazos County 
now has almost 200 Club members thanks to 
“Honoring Our Heroes”. Area first responders 
attend the dinner and dance free of charge. 
Three Brazos County Lions Clubs work together 
to make the project happen; the College Station 
Noon Lions, College Station Evening Lions and 
the Bryan Evening Lions. The 100 Club has 
received $29,190.00 from “Honor Our Heroes” 
since 2011. 

Pictured left to right: Rick Hartley, Executive 
Director, The 100 Club; J. J. Ruffino, Board of 
Directors, The 100 Club; Loren Skow, College 
Station Noon Lions; Glenn Scott, College Station 
Noon Lions; Danny Stribling, College Station 
Noon Lions; James Haverland, College Station 
Noon Lions; Buddy Kirk, College Station Noon 
Lions; Bubba Butera, Board Chairman, The 100 
Club; Chief Eric Buske, Bryan PD; Chief Eric 
Hurt, College Station FD; Chief Scott McCollum, 
College Station PD; Chief Mike Ragan, TAMU 
PD; Deputy Sheriff Jim Stewart, Brazos County 
SO; Deputy Chief Terry Barnett, Bryan FD; Ron 
Gay, College Station Noon Lions.

The Brenham Police Department 
presented a plaque to The 100 Club for 
providing funding to the Emergency 
Response Team for the purchase of 
equipment. Pictured from left to right: 
Capt. Dant Lange, Capt. Trey Gully, 
Capt. Lloyd Powell, 100 Club President 
Bubba Butera, Chief Craig Goodman, 
100 Club Executive Director Rick Hartley, 
Sgt. Carl Wiespape, Cpl. Chris Jackson 
and Sgt. Curtiss Schoen.


